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A Message from our Chaplain... 

Father Bob Schneider 

 

The Way of Peace 

 

How difficult it can be for us 

to be people dedicated to 

peace. Often times we are 

tempted to lash out at oth-

ers in anger or disappoint-

ment. Jesus reminds us in the Gospel this 

weekend that to be willing to repay injury with 

pardon is the way to live. Overcoming our hu-

man urge for retaliation is a lifelong project. 

But, as baptized disciples, Jesus assures us 

that his grace will be sufficient. We pray for 

open hearts to this message which a world of 

violence and injustice needs to experience. 

The many ministries and organizations of St. 

Stephen Parish certainly work at making the 

world around us a more peaceful place. There 

are so many ways of prayer and generous ser-

vice through which the  members of our faith 

community truly make a difference in the lives 

of others for the sake of Christ. Our educational 

efforts, faith formation and pastoral service 

help others to know the true peace of Jesus in 

their hearts. The words of Jesus are more than 

just suggestions for how to live. These words of 

Jesus are meaningful commands which em-

power us to be more faithful disciples. 

 

.In whatever way we are seeking to grow as 

people of faith, may our time together this 

weekend help us to move forward. 

Our Men's Christ Renews His Parish (CRHP) 

weekend is slated to begin March 1. What a 

wonderful opportunity for the men of our parish 

to grow in their faith journey here in our parish! 

We also want to remember that the Women's 

CRHP weekend is scheduled for March 15 and 

16. This is a wonderful time to grow in God's 

grace and in prayer. 

 

And let us continue to pray for one another. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rev. Robert J. Schneider, Pastor 
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Grand Knight’s Report 
Steve Haines, St. Stephen Council 14084 

 

 
Greetings Brother Knights, I 
covered 4 of the seven com-
mittees that we have in the 
Council last month and this 
month I will go over the other 
three and our most important 
fund raising group. 
 
 

Membership – We all belong to the membership 
committee. The Council cannot grow and prosper if 
there is not an active and successful membership 
committee. We should always be growing and add-
ing engaged Catholic gentlemen to our Council. 
New members keep the ideas flowing on projects 
that we should be doing to meet the needs of our 
Parrish community. I would like to hear from all of 
our members on new projects that we need to be 
considering. We can then make the work load light-
er by dividing those projects up between a larger 
group of Knights. The more diverse the group of 
Knights that we have means that we are more like-
ly meeting the needs of our community because 
we are getting suggestions from a larger cross sec-
tion of our community. If you want to be a part of 
the membership committee please contact Milt Am-
brose. 
 
Council Committee – This committee serves the 
Council and supports the council when it has spe-
cific needs. They provide food for us after our 
meetings. They help set up the socials that we 
have throughout the year. They try to make our 
gatherings more enjoyable by supplying refresh-
ments and any other support that we need when 
we are working on a project. This committee 
serves refreshments at our degrees. This commit-
tee serves as a support unit to the council when 
the council is supporting the community. Micky 
Cronan is stepping down as its’ Chairman so if you 
are wanting to take a more active role we are look-
ing for help here. 
 
 

Family Committee – The Family committee is a 
very important committee within the Council be-
cause it is responsible for putting on all of our fami-
ly socials and gatherings that give us a good rea-
son for all of our Knights families to come together. 
We are family centered and so the more times dur-
ing the year that we can get our families together 
for a social or to serve the community the better it 
is for us all. Knights are at their best when they are 
doing something that helps others and they have 
their families by their side while doing that. The 
children of Knights can learn at an early age how 
important it is to help the less fortunate. Jim English 
is our Family Committee Chairman and you can 
contact him if you want to help on this committee. 
 
Raymond James Stadium – The stadium is our 
most important fund raiser. It underwrites most of 
our charitable giving. We ask all brothers to work at 
least 1 game during the year. If every brother does 
that it is a very comfortable season and we have 
our needs met. Please contact Julio Alvarez about 
working the stadium next year for your 1 game. 
 
Brothers we have recently added more than a doz-
en new brothers from transfers or new brothers be-
coming Knights. The Council needs your input and 
your ideas. We will be adding new chairmen to 
some of our committees. Step in and do what you 
have time to do. Speak up if you see something 
that needs doing. With every Knight giving a small 
amount of their time we can make a very positive 
impact on the community in which we live. I look 
forward to hearing from all of you as we work to 
make this a great Council helping those who need 
us. 
 
Vivat Jesus, 
Steve Haines   
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Radiate Fraternal Communion and Missionary Fruitfulness 
 

By Supreme Knight Carl A. Anderson 
February 2014 

In my column last month, I began a reflection on Pope Francis’ new apostolic exhor-
tation, Evangelii Gaudium (The Joy of the Gospel). I focused on the pope’s chal-
lenge to Catholics to embrace a new “missionary spirit” that brings the Gospel to the 
peripheries of society. At this moment in history, the Knights of Columbus has an 
extraordinary opportunity and, I would add, an extraordinary responsibility to join 
Pope Francis on the front line in this witness and to meet Blessed John Paul II’s 
challenge to engage in a charity that evangelizes. 
This month, I would like to continue reflecting on Evangelii Gaudium and show how 
it should serve as a guide for our work as Knights of Columbus. 
Our Holy Father sees the Church opening a new chapter of evangelization, one characterized by “The 
Joy of the Gospel” and carried forward by those who “wish to share their joy.” In this mission — echoing 
the words of Pope Benedict XVI to the bishops of Latin America at Aparecida, Brazil, in 2007 — Pope 
Francis writes, “It is not by proselytizing that the Church grows, but ‘by attraction’” (15).  
Evangelii Gaudium is the pope’s response to the 2012 Synod of Bishops, which met on the topic “The 
New Evangelization for the Transmission of the Christian Faith.” In his document, the Holy Father takes 
up a central theme of the synod: “In virtue of their baptism, all the members of the People of God have 
become missionary disciples.” And he emphasizes, “The new evangelization calls for personal involve-
ment on the part of each of the baptized” (120). 
In order to be faithful “missionary disciples,” however, Pope Francis says that it is necessary to go be-
yond our “comfort zones” (20) and “abandon the complacent attitude that says we have always done it 
this way” (33). He also says that places of “fraternal communion and missionary fruitfulness” are essen-
tial in the Church today (89). 
Pope Francis then reminds us of the key to this communion and fruitfulness by again quoting Pope 
Benedict: “the service of charity” is “a constitutive element of the Church’s mission and an indispensa-
ble expression of her very being” (179).  
Our Holy Father urges us to rediscover our need as Catholics “to live in fraternity” and to grow in “a fra-
ternal love capable of seeing the sacred grandeur of our neighbor, of finding God in every human be-
ing” (92). 
In this light, Pope Francis writes: “I especially ask Christians in communities throughout the world to of-
fer a radiant and attractive witness of fraternal communion. Let everyone admire how you care for one 
another, and how you encourage and accompany one another” (99). 
Undoubtedly, some Catholics will read these passages and ask, “What does such a witness of fraternal 
communion look like, and how are we to enter into it?”  
Yet it is impossible for any brother Knight to read the words of our Holy Father and not recognize a pro-
found and personal challenge. We have the great privilege of being heirs to the spiritual vision of Vener-
able Michael McGivney, who set out a path of fraternal communion based on charity and unity more 
than 130 years ago. 
Because of our founder’s inspiration, we don’t have to invent new associations or experiment with new 
structures in order to find a fruitful form of fraternal communion. Every Knight already belongs to an Or-
der that personifies one of the most fruitful expressions of fraternal communion ever to exist in the 
countries where we are active. 
The challenge, then, facing every brother Knight today is to ensure that the Order and every one of our 
councils are places whose “doors are open” and whose members invite their fellow Catholics to a life of 
fraternal communion and charity. 
It is also the responsibility of every Knight to deepen his fraternal communion with true charity and uni-
ty, so that whoever encounters the Knights of Columbus will encounter a community of brothers moti-
vated by The Joy of the Gospel. 
 
Vivat Jesus! 
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Insurance Check-up 
for 2014 
 
Patrick Murphy 
Knights of Columbus Field Agent 

 

Where did 2013 go? It seems like it was summer yester-
day and Easter was last week.  

I hope you and your family had a great finish to 2013. 
Now, the first quarter of 2014 is flying by.  

Hopefully, you’ve established a few goals for this year. 
I’ve learned a great tip regarding resolutions. First, write 
them down. It’s not too late if you haven’t already done 
this. Commit your goals to paper and post it someplace 
you will see it often. Writing down a goal is the first step 
towards achieving it. It may not make sense at first, but 
I’m sure you have heard stories of the success this sim-
ple task can bring. Whether your goal is to exercise 
more, give more to charity, read more or watch less tele-
vision, you’re more likely to accomplish it if you write it 
down.  

Second, resolve to have an expert look at your finances. 
I recommend that you have a team of experts help you, 
and I would love to be the first you sit with. Let’s sched-
ule some time to meet together, and I, your professional 
Knights of Columbus insurance agent, will provide an 
“insurance check-up” (at no cost!) that will evaluate any 
gaps in your family’s life insurance protection. Now might 
be the perfect time to fill those gaps, not later. Keep in 
mind that unlike many other products, you don’t just need 
money to obtain life insurance; you also need good 
health, and no one knows when your health could 
change.  

Did I mention my check-up is free of charge? When was 
the last time you received something for free that could 
provide value to you and your family for generations?  

Call me today.  
 

Take Steps to Protect Your Family and Your Financial 
Future 
 

Fraternally,  

Patric 

 

St. Stephen Council  
14084  

Directors and Committee Chairmen 
 

Membership Director 
 Milt Ambrose 

 
  Program Director 

Ed Sleyzak 
  

Church Director 
Jim Pryor 

 
Community Director 

 Gerald Coffey 
 

Council Director 
To be filled 

 
Family Director 

Jim English 
 

Youth Director 
Anthony Giaccone 

 
 Communications Director 

Dennis Schulmerich 
 

Pro-life Director 
Chris Lewis 

 
Degree Team Captain 

Rick Hughes 
 

Lecturer 
Tom Cummings 

 
Retention Chairman 

Ed Sleyzak 
 

RJS Leader 
Julio Alvarez 

 
Columbian Squires 

John Berrie 
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ST. STEPHEN YARD SALE FOR 

LIFE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

FRIDAY AND SATURDAY APRIL 

11th and 12th from 8 AM until 

Noon 

 

Your SPRING CLEANING can help the Re-
spect Life Ministry raise funds to support 
our local pregnancy care centers and edu-
cate our parish and community about Life 
Issues! 

  

Donate your clean, gently used 
and VERY good condition furniture, books, 
tools, clothes, jewelry, toys, baby and 
household items.  Unfortunately we can no 
longer accept couches or upholstered furni-
ture. NO TV’s or computer supplies. ABSO-
LUTELY NO broken/dirty items or mattress-
es! Some things just need to be retired to 
the trash.  Even the homeless would like 
clean clothes in good condition! 

  

Please try to sort your donations into 
books, housewares, shoes, women’s, 
men’s, children’s and baby clothes and put 
them in different bags/boxes.  This will help 
us quickly and efficiently setup for the sale! 

  

Please contact Jeanne Lewis (689-5777) to 
help with the sale or for more infor-
mation.  Pick-up for large items can be ar-
ranged the day before the sale.  

  

Peace 

 
 

• Repose of the soul of Ian Connelly, 
son of Dan Connelly 

 
• Repose of the sould of Steve Biga, 

friend of Mark Lovejoy 
 
• Repose of the soul of Herbert 

Schulmerich Jr., brother of Denny 
Schulmerich 

 
• Darlene Westbrock, wife of S/K/ Jerry 

Westbrook 
 
• Ed Sleyzak 
 
• Steve Rynne  
 
• Travis Mayhew 
 
• Roger Spinelli 
 
• David Czopek 
 
• Sandy, mother-in-law of Larry Evers 
 
• Lisa Huettmen 

Prayer Requests 

Mary, Queen of the Knights, Pray for Us. 
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St. Stephen Council  
February Birthdays 

Jose Acevedo  February 1st 

Saroun Va   February 1st 

Jim English  February 4th 

Jim Sheridan  February 5th 

Richard Brown  February 15th 

Reuben Persaud  February 15th 

Jorge Arnoldson  February 16th 

Jeffrey Brown  February 16th 

Richard Sarnowski February 17th 

Jay Sco%   February 17th 

Bruce Czaja  February 18th 

Ronald Goecke  February 19th 

John Cantwell  February 20th 

John Simon  February 20th 

Larry Campbell  February 22nd 

James Dawe  February 23rd 

Raymond Dion  February 24th 

Cameron Czaja  February 25th 

Amado Malonjao February 28th 

Happy Birthday to all of our brother 

Knights with February birthdays! 

 

 

St. Stephen Council  
14084  

Directors and Committee Chairmen 
 

Membership Director 
 Milt Ambrose 

 
  Program Director 

Ed Sleyzak 
  

Church Director 
Jim Pryor 

 
Community Director 

 Gerald Coffey 
 

Council Director 
To be filled 

 
Family Director 

Jim English 
 

Youth Director 
Anthony Giaccone 

 
 Communications Director 

Dennis Schulmerich 
 

Pro-life Director 
Chris Lewis 

 
Degree Team Captain 

Rick Hughes 
 

Lecturer 
Tom Cummings 

 
Retention Chairman 

Ed Sleyzak 
 

RJS Leader 
Julio Alvarez 

 
Columbian Squires 

John Berrie 
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Msgr. John F. Scully Assembly 
3418 

Officers 
 

Faithful Navigator 
Rick Hughes, FDD, PGK, PFN 

 
Faithful Friar 

Fr Bob Schneider 
 

Faithful Captain 
Julio Alvarez, Jr. FDD, PGK 

 
Faithful Admiral 

Mike Formato, FDD, PGK, PFN 
 

Faithful Pilot  
John Cirello, PGK 

 
Faithful Comptroller:  

Alex Czopek 
 

Faithful Purser:  
John Montaldo, PGK 

 
Faithful Scribe  

Patrick Roach, PGK 
 

Faithful Trustees 
 Paul Spinler 

John Berrie 
Larry Evers 

 
Faithful Sentinels 

 Steve Haines 
Ed Sleyzak 

Anthony Giaccone 
 

Color Corps Commander 
Julio Alvarez, Jr. FDD, PGK 

 
VAVs Coordinator 

Rich Samowksi 
 

 

Prayer for Religious LIberty 
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 
 
 
O GOD OUR CREATOR,  
from your provident hand we have received  
our right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happi-
ness.  
You have called us as your people and given us  
the right and the duty to worship you, the only true 
God,  
and your Son, Jesus Christ.  
Through the power and working of your Holy Spirit,  
you call us to live out our faith in the midst of the 
world,  
bringing the light and the saving truth of the Gospel  
to every corner of society.  

We ask you to bless us  
in our vigilance for the gift of religious liberty.  
Give us the strength of mind and heart  
to readily defend our freedoms when they are 
threatened;  
give us courage in making our voices heard  
on behalf of the rights of your Church  
and the freedom of conscience of all people of 
faith.  

Grant, we pray, O heavenly Father,  
a clear and united voice to all your sons and 
daughters  
gathered in your Church  
in this decisive hour in the history of our nation,  
so that, with every trial withstood  
and every danger overcome—  
for the sake of our children, our grandchildren,  
and all who come after us—  
this great land will always be “one nation, under 
God,  
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.”  

We ask this through Christ our Lord.  

         

       Amen. 

 

Mary Immaculate, Patroness of Our Country 
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Fourth Degree Knighthood—Principled in Patriotism 

Rick Hughes,  Faithful Navigator Msgr. John F. Scully Assembly 

 

As many of you know, Monsignor John F. Scully As-
sembly 3418 was instituted on May 23, 2013 at St Ste-
phen. The growth of the Knights of Columbus at St Ste-
phen over the last seven years has been phenomenal, 
and forming a Fourth Degree Assembly at St Stephen 
with over 100 members was the logical next step. Nam-
ing our Assembly after Monsignor Scully seemed only 
natural, given he did so much work in evangelization 
and education in the Diocese, and was an important 
part of St Stephen—not to mention that fact he was a 
Fourth Degree Knight! 
The Principle of the Fourth Degree is Patriotism, and 
Fourth Degree members compose a brotherhood united 
in their dedication to patriotism enlightened by the Cath-
olic faith. There are a variety of ways in which the As-
sembly is and will be exemplifying that Principle, includ-
ing, among other things: honoring and supporting our 
military veterans as well as our law enforcement and 
emergency personnel; conducting education programs 
to raise the awareness of the perspective of the Church 
on issues of the day; encouraging our members to bring 
their Catholic faith and values to bear in the public 
square by engaging with our elected and appointed 
government officials. Thus far, we have provided Color 
Corps for the Annual Blue Mass in September and in 
honor of our deceased parishioners, veterans, and 
Brother Knights at Serenity Meadows in November. We 
organized an effort for the children at St Stephen 
School to write cards to veterans at James A. Haley VA 
Hospital for Veterans Day, and are planning another 
effort for Valentine’s Day. For Christmas, we collected 
and delivered gifts for those same veterans at the hos-
pital. We are in the midst of completing the judging of 
the KofC Catholic Citizenship Youth Essay Contest. I 
want to thank the Assembly members who have 
stepped up to lead and support these efforts.  
I also want to thank all Fourth Degree Knights in our 
Assembly who have continued to support the programs 
of our previous Assembly based at Nativity, particularly 
their VAVS fundraising efforts and the collection of food 
and personal items for homeless veterans. 

I should mention that our intent is not to displace Coun-
cil programs. On the contrary, just as the Council serves 
the Church and the Community, the Fourth Degree also 
serves and complements the Councils that are in its ju-
risdiction (which, for us, includes the new Resurrection 
Council 15675.) This is especially true of the Color 
Corps. However, as Fourth Degree members, we are 
charged with encouraging and leading the application of 
ALL principles of the Order in our Councils, particularly 
fraternalism. This is reiterated through our Annual Re-
newal of Obligations Ceremony (which will took place 
this year on January 18 and was conducted by the Mas-
ter of the Fourth Degree for the Florida District, Jim 
Schonefeld.) Fourth Degree members serve their broth-
er Knights in a variety of ways, but lead by example in 
the application of the Principles of the Order. 
We would like to see all Third Degree Knights become 
Fourth Degree members. Fourth Degree Exemplifica-
tions do not come by very often; I would not expect an 
Exemplification in the Tampa area until at least mid-
2015. There will be a Fourth Degree in Melbourne on 
Saturday, April 5, but the details have not been an-
nounced. In addition, we know there is an Exemplifica-
tion every year in Orlando on the Saturday after Thanks-
giving. The Fourth Degree Exemplification is not an 
event at which you can just “show up”; there is much 
advance planning that must be done. I would highly en-
courage all Third Degree members to fill out and sign an 
application (Form 4) and submit that to the Assembly to 
keep on file. That will make the process easier for you 
and for the Assembly when an Exemplification does 
come around. Contact me or the Faithful Comptroller, 
Alex Czopek, and fill out your Form 4 today! 
Vivat Jesus! 
 

Rick Hughes 

Faithful Navigator 

Monsignor John F. Scully Assembly 3418 


